4-4-20 DAILY CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE UPDATE
(RILEY COUNTY, KS – April 4, 2020) There are currently eleven (11) positive cases of coronavirus
in Riley County. There are no positive Riley County patients being treated at Ascension Via
Christi Hospital in Manhattan at this time. The two (2) patients who were hospitalized have
been released to continue recovery in isolation at their homes. There are 28 tests pending and
22 additional people who are being monitored by the Riley County Health Department (RCHD).
All of the positive cases in Riley County are still associated with travel outside of the
community.
One of the most recent cases, which is travel related, is a student living on campus at Kansas
State University. The patient has been in isolation in the Jardine Apartments on the Manhattan
campus since March 23 when that person notified K-State health staff of their symptoms.
The university acted immediately when learning of this information, and under strict protocols,
moved the individual to isolate in Jardine. For a few days prior to that, the person had selfquarantined in a suite-style Marlatt residence hall room with a private bathroom after
returning from out-of-state. No other residents were in the suite during this time.
Lafene Health Center and Riley County Health Department acted quickly and have followed
protocols aimed at preventing the spread of the virus and protecting the community. Lafene
Health Center and other K-State staff have been communicating with the person on a
consistent basis and have initiated contact tracing.
“K-State is taking all of the necessary steps to preserve safety for their staff and students,” said
Local Health Officer Julie Gibbs. “They took action early, kept the student in isolation, and
continue to follow guidelines from the Riley County Health Department and the CDC.”
Today, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released updated advice about the
wearing of cloth masks in areas where COVID-19 has reached widespread community
transmission. Instructions for making and wearing cloth masks is available on the CDC website
at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.
The 4:15 p.m. daily video updates will now be held virtually, and will continue to be broadcast
on Facebook Live.
Anyone experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 such as fever, shortness of breath, or difficulty
breathing, should call a medical professional immediately. A screening hotline staffed by
medical personnel is available every day from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. to provide guidance for
anyone who has symptoms. The screening hotline number is 785-323-6400.

The Q&A hotline at 785-587-4526 will remain active for voicemail only. Please email general
questions about the coronavirus response in Riley County to rileycountycovid19@gmail.com.
Please refer to the Kansas Essential Function Framework (KEFF) for information and guidance
about what businesses remain open to the public. That information is available online at
https://governor.kansas.gov/keff/.
For more information about Riley County’s response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) threat, visit
the Riley County website at https://www.rileycountyks.gov/covid19, follow RCHD on Facebook
at https://www.facebook.com/Rileycountyhealthdepartment/ and Twitter @RileyCoHealth.
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